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“I see you don't understand, and I must explain
it to you. Well, very long ago, on the spot where
the Wild Wood waves now, before ever it had
planted itself and grown up to what it now is,
there was a city--a city of people, you know.
Here, where we are standing, they lived, and
walked, and talked, and slept, and carried on
their business. Here they stabled their horses
and feasted, from here they rode out to fight or
drove out to trade. They were a powerful people, and rich, and great builders. They built to
last, for they thought their city would last for
ever."- Kenneth Grahame, The Wind in the
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I have had the pleasure of working at Oil Creek State Park for nearly three months, and I am having a great time doing so. While I still have much to learn, I am looking forward to the task. This
area and Oil Creek State Park in particular have a lot to offer. From Oil Creek’s rich history to the
abundance of recreational and environmental activities of the area I feel we are blessed with opportunities.
In addition to what the park has to offer, the FOCSP have a lot to offer as well. The Friends’
group can play a pivotal role when it comes to the park’s appearance and getting things done at a
park, things that may take years to do if budget money was relied upon. Some of the biggest ques
tions that arise from our Friends’ meetings are how can we generate funds, and how can we get
more people to join the group? I see a wealth of opportunities at the park, and I encourage all of
you think of some ideas and to bring them up when we have our meetings. They can be as simple
as organizing a volunteer day for a specific project or as involved as a larger event of some type
to raise funds. If people see your dedication and efforts then they may be more likely to join us.
The sky is the limit!
I also want to thank you all for the warm welcome to the area. It is never easy when you have to
pack up the family and move. You have all helped make the transition a good one. It already feels
like home.– Dave Hallman

Oil Creek Bats

Bats in the Observation Box

Hi all,
We now have a new bat observation box at OCSP behind the Egbert
House. It was mounted June 15th and a week later, June 22nd it had
approximately 30 little brown bats using it! If you have an interest
in bats and would like to view them up close behind plexi-glass, contact
the staff at the visitors’ center. The box can be lowered with a winch, and
the doors open on both sides so the bats can be viewed. They are surprisingly tolerant of the box being lowered and having people looking at
them. When viewed up close, they will remind you of cats or dogs the way
they groom, stretch, and yawn! I have boxes like this at the Woodcock
Creek Nature Center in Crawford County. Last summer we actually had
between 70 and 80 bats roosting in 2 observation boxes mounted there.
There will be a bat count open to the public Friday July 13th. We always
need volunteers to help count the bats as they emerge at dusk from our 6
boxes near the Egbert House. Contact Robin Baker at the visitor's center
for more information.
Terry Lobdell

Terry at the Bat Observation Area
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On their weekly
Blood Farm– Practice
LoopJeff, Patty, Shannon,
and Scott taking a
moment...

FRIENDS OF OIL CREEK MISSION
STATEMENT: “The Friends of Oil
Creek State Park support the park’s
mission to preserve, protect and
interpret our natural environment
while providing recreational and
educational opportunities for
residents and visitors to the Region.”

"It is just over 3 months until
hundreds of runners, pacers, their families
and crew descend upon the Oil Region for
the 4th annual Oil Creek 100 Trail
Runs. Hundreds of volunteers make this
event possible each year, hosted by Titusville Area School District, Oil Creek State
Park and the City of Titusville. For the second straight year, participants will also get
to run through Drake Well Museum and see where it all began. The distinctive
sound of DWM's Olin hit-and-miss engine can be heard for a few miles away on the
Gerard Hiking Trail, letting tired runners - especially those going through Saturday
night - know they are nearing civilization. The next supported group hike and run will
be this Saturday July 7th at 7 AM at Egbert Farm picnic area in Petroleum Center. Some beginners to the park and hiking will be exploring the northern 5 mile loop
at the Jersey Bridge parking lot just before the one lane bridge and Drake Well Museum - join 40 to 50 other trail enthusiasts for a fun morning or day. See the TRAINING RUNS page on the race website oc100.orgfor more information."
Tom Jennings, Race Director

PA State Flower– Mountain Laurel

For an interesting short hike try the
Delzell Trail to the left of the Day Use
Area across from the Park Office. It is
a .7 mile interpretive trail that loops the
cattail wetlands, with slightly rocky terrain There are some small inclines on
the east side of the loop and easy, level
terrain along the creek on the west side.

Friends of Oil Creek Summer Biathlon
Which state park is the only state park to host a summer biathlon? If you guessed
Oil Creek State Park you are correct! On August 11, 2012 the Friends of Oil Creek State Park
will host the 7th Annual Summer Biathlon. This unique and exciting event combines the skills
of running a 6K and shooting a .22 caliber rifle.
Competitors will run a 1.2 mile loop, then shoot 5 shots prone at a 4.5" metal knock
down target 33 meters away. For each missed target, a 70 meter penalty loop is run. Next , the
1.2 mile loop is repeated coming back in the range to shoot standing, run penalty loops if
needed, and finish with another 1.2 mile loop. We welcome the inexperienced biathlete so
come out and try it! No rifles needed, rifles and ammo are provided by the Pennsylvania Biathlon Club.
Over the years improvements have been made to the range by the park staff and
volunteers have maintained the trails. The event highlights the beauty and diversity of the
park. It draws people from New York, New Jersey, Ohio, West Virginia, and Maryland as well
as all over Pennsylvania.
The Summer Biathlon is the major fund raiser for the Friends Group. The proceeds
have contributed to many projects in the park over the last 6 years. For the biathlon to be a
successful fund raiser it requires many volunteers as well as participants and sponsors. You can
get involved by participating, volunteering, sponsoring, or just coming out to support the
event. Entry forms can be found on our website at www.orgsites.com/PA/focsp or at the park
office. For information or to volunteer or donate contact John Sims, Race Director at
pjam@venustel.com or call (814)354-2802.
The Rifle Range

Running Penalty loops
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Dave Hallman
Oil Creek Bios
Loren Holler
Dave began his Bureau of State
Loren has recently joined Oil Creek State
Parks career in 2007 as an enviPark as a Semi-skilled Laborer. Loren graduronmental education specialist assigned to Kettle Creek State ated from Lawrence County Vo-Tech’s three
Park, Clinton County, and Ole Bull State Park, Potter County. year drafting program. He was in the U.S.
Navy Seabees for four years. Loren and his
For two years he was the Assistant Park Manger at
Debbie, have four children and seven
Nockamixon State Park. He also worked as an education spe- wife,
grandchildren. His hobbies include hunting,
cialist at Sizerville State Park, Cameron County and as a park fishing, camping. and rebuilding old cars and
bikes.
manager trainee with the bureau’s Region 2 office at Moraine State Park, Butler
County.
Chris Mertz
Dave is native of Dayton, ArmChris started working at Oil Creek
strong County. He has a bacheState Park as a Semi-skilled Laborer last fall for a few weeks belor’s degree in Parks and Refore the end of the season and
source Management from Sliphas returned for this season. He
pery Rock University of Pennstarted with DCNR as an intern at
sylvania. He is a graduate of
Moraine State Park. He is 32
years old and is an Oil City Native.
the Act 120 Police Academy at
He lives in Prospect, PA with his
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, National Park Service wife of six years and their two children.
He graduated from Slippery
Ranger Academy and the PA Correctional Academy.
Rock University with a degree in Parks and Resource Management
Dave is married; he and his wife, Mindy, are the proud par- and Hotel/Resort management. His wife is a teacher at Longmore
Academy. Chris enjoys camping and working in the yard. While at
ents of a 2-year-old son.

work Chris does mowing , painting, stocks and cleans the facilities
around the park, and other light maintenance work. Welcome to Oil
Creek Chris!

Some
Summer
Sights

And finally, this monitor will be playing all year round. Even though the
number of visitors may die down come fall, the park itself doesn’t. It still
Summer is in full swing, and this is the traditional time has more things to do and see, fall through spring, than any one person
of the year when most people go to our state parks. As soon as could ever fit into their schedule.
So be sure to stop by the office and take a look at our new moniLabor Day is over the numbers will drop off dramatically until
tor.
Maybe
you’ll see some things that you didn’t even know were here.
the following Memorial Day weekend when they’ll pick up
Then
go
out
and experience them for yourself.
again.

President’s Column

The same holds true here at Oil Creek State Park. But
even at our peak times we still have plenty of room for more
visitors without making anyone feel crowded. There are over
7,000 acres of the great outdoors to enjoy, and any number of
ways to enjoy them.
Recently a new monitor has been added in the breezeway of the park office. Its purpose is to present a short, continuous slideshow of various things pertaining to the park. These
shows will be changed from time to time so be sure to take a look
at it often. Some of the things we intend to present are features of
the park such as particular places or landmarks as well as historical sites. There will also be photos of wildlife, plants and other
subjects found in nature. You can expect to see pictures that
were taken at special events like the nature activities or the Biathlon and Oil Creek 100 races.
As this is being written, we are just in the beginning
stages of making use of this new facility. We want to be able to
show through it many of the assets the park has to offer. Hopefully it will spark a desire for the viewer to go out and take a
closer look for those things in real life on their own.

Kirby F. Neubert
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Who Are these guys and gals?
Who are those guys standing in the stream waving a stick? And why are they here in Oil Creek
State Park? If you were in the park over the last
few months, you no doubt saw a number of anglers in the stream with a fly rod. Just what are
they doing and why are they doing it here? Fly
fishing is a sport that is very connected with nature. It is centered around Aquatic Entomology.
So why Oil Creek, a stream that many years ago
ran nothing but oil? Today Oil Creek is a clean
vibrant watershed. It is one of the richest streams
in terms of Aquatic Insects in Western PA. That
is why you see anglers from around the country
waving a fly rod here.
Fly fishing is based on insects that live in the
stream. They are the natural food for Trout and other species of fish. These insects live in the stream for most
of their lives. When it is time, they crawl out from under the rocks and swim to the surface to “hatch”. That is
when the insect changes from a nymph to a winged insect. They do this for mating purposes. The winged insect mates, deposits their eggs into the stream, and the life cycle continues. It is this hatching period that the fly
fisherman lives for. As the insects live “under” the rocks, they are protected from a hungry fish. But when they
come out of hiding to swim to the surface, they are an easy meal for the fish. Trout key in on these insects and
will feed almost exclusively on them. A Trout has a natural instinct to feed on the most abundant food source
that is easiest to obtain. A hatch triggers this instinct.
So, do these anglers come here because it is easy to catch Trout on Oil Creek? No Way! Fly anglers come here
for a number of reasons beside the great insect hatches The DHALO areas at the Drake Well and Petroleum
Center are the heaviest fished areas of the stream.. These areas are catch and release areas. After Trout are
caught and released, they learn to be careful of what they eat. Their instincts that we use against them become
even more acute. This makes the challenge of catching them more difficult. It is this challenge that drives us as
fly anglers. We try to tie fur and feathers to a hook to look more like the insects the Trout are eating. We hone
our fly casting skills to present this weightless fly to the Trout in a natural way. We study the insects to make
sure we know what insect is going to hatch at what time and how to imitate it. We study the way the Trout eats
the fly to give us a clue as to what insect they are eating when more than one insect is on the water. I can go on
and on about the tactics a fly fisherman uses to catch this fish that will then be released to be challenged again
another day. But I think you get the idea.
These anglers waving sticks at fish are anglers that are in touch with the natural world under the water, enjoy a
challenge, appreciate the instincts of their quarry, and get to play in some of the most beautiful areas of the
country. Oil Creek State Park meets all these requirements. Get out and enjoy them.
By Mike Laskowski
Oil Creek Outfitters

Mayfly “Blue Quail” hatchling
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There have been many bear sightings in Oil Creek this season. All of
them have been without incident , and a thrill for the observer. As a
reminder of correct and safe behavior when encountering a bear,
please note the following from the PA Game Commission.
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All proceeds benefit the educational programs, events and
focus projects within Oil Creek State Park.
Park Office Hours:
Monday through Friday 8 AM to 4 PM
Saturday and Sunday 10 AM to 6 PM
Contact the Park Office at 814-676-5915
Friends of Oil Creek State Park TShirts
$ 15.00
Pennsylvania State Park
Calendars
$8.49 + Tax

A Walk in the Park Photo Guide
to Oil Creek State Park

Friends of Oil Creek State
305 State Park Road
Oil City, PA 16301
Park Office Phone: 814-676-5915
E-Mail: friendsocsp@gmail.com
Website: www.orgsites.com/pa/focsp

Oil Creek State Park Pin
$ 5.00

Friends of Oil Creek
State Park contribute
in many ways to the
community and our
resource. Each member receives a quarterly newsletter that
has details of park
programs, volunteer
dates, events that
take place and more!

Friends of Oil Creek Patch
$ 3.00
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